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Introduction

A statement by national organizations rep-
resenting over 5 million Americans warned
of misleading efforts by treatment groups
and the cancer drug industry to allocate more
tax dollars towards funding cancer research.

The statement responded to 2 Washing-

ton, D.C. kickoff of the National Coalition
for Cancer Research’s indusuy-sponsorcd
“Research Cures Cancer” campaign, which
is lobbying Congress t0 increase support for
the National Cancer Institute’s (NCT) pro-
grams.

The statement sent & Message to policy-
mukers that further funding is not going (o
cure cancer. [t stressed that NCI’s priorities
are fixated on research, on treatment, and
molecular biology, while issues of environ-
mental and workplace-mduced cancers are
(rivialized. The reason for the failed war
against cancer is not a shortage of funds but
their gross misaltocution. NCL has devoted
minimal funding to cancer prevention.
Furthermore, NC1 has failed to inform Con-
gress and the public ofa wide range of avoid-
able causes of environmental and occupa-

tional cancers.
The organizations concluded by calling

for an appoiniment of a new director at NC1
who is more responsive to growing national
concerns on prevention of the cancer epi-
demic. .

The Statement

On January 25, 1995 in Washington, D.C.,
the National Coalition for Cancer Research
will launch an industry-funded “Research
Cures Cancer”’ campaign which misleads
Congress and the public into the groundless
belief that further research is the answer to
the cancer epidemic. The Coalition, spon-
sored by the American Cancer Society and
the cancer drug industry, is lobbying Con-
gress and taxpayers to provide the National
Cancer Institute (NC1) with more research
funding.

Twenty-five years since President Nixon
and Congress inaugurated the National Can-
cer Act, the war against cancer has failed. In
spite of over $25 billion of taxpayers fund-
ing, cancer rates have escalated to epidemic
proportions while our ability to treat and cure
mOst CANCETS [Emains largely unchanged.

For decades, NCI policy and priorities have
remained narrowly fixated on research, on
treatment, and basic molecular biology. De-
spite its questionable relevance, molecular
biology receives over 50% of NCI's $2 bil-
lion annual budget. Nevertheless, molecular
biologist and current director of the National
Institutes of Health, Dr. Harold Varmus, I
encouraging still more emphasis on basic
molecular biclogy research in the NCL.

The reason for the failed war against can-




cer is not a shortage of funds but their gross
misallocation. NCI has directed a minimal
priority to cancer prevention. Furthermore,
NCI has failed to inform Congress and the
public of a wide range of avoidable carcino-
gens in the air, water, food, consumer prod-
ucts and the workplace. Research on such ex-
posures receives a minuscule 5% of NCI's
annual budget. Reduction of exposures to car-
cinogens in the workplace and the environ-
ment are likely to reverse the current epi-
demic.

With the NCI directorship being vacated
neac month, it is time to see the NCI face up
to escalating cancer rates and its imbalanced
preoccupation with research on treatment
and molecular biology. As organizations rep-
resenting 5 million Americans, we demand
that President Clinton appoint a leading sci-
entist with strong credentials and clear com-
mitment to cancer prevention as director of
the NCI.

The Cancer Prevention Coalition and the
co-signing organizations also demand:

+ NCI must be held accountable for its

failed policies and the $25 billion in tax-

payer support in the war against cancer.

+ NCI must undergo radical reforms in its

programs, priorities, and leadership.

« Cancer prevention must receive greater

emphasis in NCI policies.

« The NCI budget must be held hostage

to such reforms under the terms of the

Government Performance and Results
Act of 1993,

The Signatories

Breast Cancer Action
San Francisco, CA

Cancer Prevention Coalition
Chicago, [L

Center for Constitutional Rights
New York, NY

Center for Media & Democracy
Madison, W1
Citizen Action
Washington, DC
Environmental Research Foundation
Annapolis, MD
Food and Water, Inc.
Marshfield, VT
Greenpeace USA
Chicago, IL.
Mother Jones magazine
San Francisco, CA
Pesticide Action Network
San Francisco, CA

Project Impact
Qakland, CA

Pure Food Campaign
Washington, DC
Radiation and Public Health Project
New York, NY
Women’s Community Cancer Project
Boston, MA
Women’s Environment & Development
Organization
New York, NY




