
 

Table 2:  “Hidden” Carcinogens 
 

CONTAMINANTS 
      Ingredient            Contaminated With  
Acrylate and methacrylate polymers Ethylhexyl acrylate 
Amorphous silicate Crystalline silica 
Alcohol ethoxylates 

• Laureths 
• Oleths 
• Polyethylene glycol (PEG) 
• Polysorbates 

Ethylene oxide, 1,4-dioxane 

Butane Butadiene 
Coal tar dyes Arsenic, lead 
Glyoxal and polyoxymethylene urea Formaldehyde 
Lanolin Organochlorine pesticides, PCBs, 

ceteareths 
Petroleum Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons 
Phenol ethoxylates 

• Nonoxynols 
• Octoxynols 

Ethylene oxide, 1,4-dioxane 

Polyacrylamide and polyquaternium Acrylamide 
 

FORMALDEHYDE RELEASERS 
 
Diazolidinyl urea 
DMDM-hydantoin 
Imidazolidinyl urea 
Metheneamine 
Polyoxymethylene 
Quaterniums 
Sodium hydroxymethylglycinate 
 
NITROSAMINE PRECURSORS 
 
Brononitrodioxane (nitrite donor) 
Bronopol (nitrite donor) 
Cocamidopropyl betaine 
DEA and fatty acid condensates 
DEA sodium lauryl sulfate 
Diethanolamine (DEA) 
Morpholine 
Padimate-O 
Quaterniums 
Sarcosine 
Triethanolamine (TEA) 


